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Education Pioneers Announces Key Texas-based Hires 
 

Susie Crafton will lead national fundraising efforts; Alejandro Morúa will oversee 
expansion of non-profit’s work to support public school students throughout 

the Lone Star State 
 
Houston, Texas — Education Pioneers, a national nonprofit that unleashes the 
potential of leaders and managers to transform education for all students, has 
hired Susie Crafton as its Senior Vice President of Development and Alejandro 
Morúa as its Texas Director. 
 
Crafton offers more than 10 years of experience in securing partnerships and 
revenue for non-profit organizations. She has dedicated her career to 
transforming public education so that all students receive a quality education.  
 
Her experience includes serving as the Chief Development Officer for Stand for 
Children Leadership Center, where she led fundraising across the 11-state 
operation, and IDEA Public Schools, where she secured nearly $57 million in 
new funding. She is based out of Houston and will oversee Education Pioneers’ 
national fundraising efforts.  
 
Morúa is a native Houstonian. Morúa’s career is rooted in business, non-profit 
and education advocacy. He has served Texas public education students in 
various capacities for the past 13 years. 
 
Most recently, Morúa served the Houston Independent School District, where 
he developed and managed several leadership programs for aspiring school 
principals, and established partnerships with universities across Texas. He also 
launched a new district department to train and empower families and 
community members to advance student achievement.  In 2002, Morúa was 
recruited to serve as founding head of Ripley House Charter School, which has 
since expanded to serve several communities across the city. 
 
Education Pioneers recruits talented professionals to serve school districts, 
charter schools and other organizations that support education. Our Pioneers 
help solve problems outside of the classroom related to operations, human 
resources, curriculum, data analysis and more to ensure students and teachers 
have the support they need to succeed. 
 
Education Pioneers is located in 20 cities across the nation and expanded to 
Texas five years ago. We have placed 175 fellows to serve our partners in 
Houston, Dallas and Austin, including:  
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o Houston Independent School District 
o KIPP Houston 
o YES Prep Public Schools (Houston) 
o Reasoning Mind, a curriculum developer (Houston) 
o IDEA Public Schools (Austin and the Rio Grande Valley) 
o Wayside Schools (Austin) 
o Dallas Independent School District 
o Teaching Trust (Dallas) 
o Uplift Education (Dallas) 
o Educate Texas (Dallas) 
o The Hoglund Foundation and the Meadows Foundation (Dallas) 

 
“Education Pioneers alumni now help serve more than 3.5 million public school 
students nationwide, and we want to increase our impact,” said President 
Frances McLaughlin. “Susie has a successful track record of raising more than 
$100 million to improve public education. She will ensure we have the 
resources necessary to inspire 10,000 talented, diverse leaders to enter into 
public education by 2023.” 
 
“Education Pioneers is thrilled to welcome Alejandro to oversee our growing 
operations in Texas,” said Ryan Romaneski, Senior Director of Regional Growth 
for Education Pioneers. “Alejandro has shown a commitment to ensuring 
educational equity for all students. He will expand our support for the critical 
work happening in Houston, Dallas and Austin on behalf of public school 
students.”  
 
About Education Pioneers 
Education Pioneers unleashes the potential of leaders and managers to 
transform education for all students. Through prestigious Fellowships and 
ongoing Alumni and Partner Services, the national nonprofit strengthens the 
ranks of talented leaders, managers and analysts in school districts, charter 
school organizations, education agencies, and education nonprofits. 
 
Beyond their fellowships, 75 percent of the organizations’ working alumni 
remain in full-time education careers. This rapidly growing leadership network 
guides the work of school districts, charter school networks and other 
education organizations in Texas and nationwide. A snapshot of where 
Education Pioneers leaders work can be found in this infographic.  
 
Education Pioneers is building a network of 10,000 diverse leaders working at 
all levels across the sector by its 20th anniversary in 2023 to ensure that every 
student receives an outstanding education. 

More information about Education Pioneers can be found at 
www.educationpioneers.org   
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